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NEWS

Reception to be held
for graduates of color
The Division of Inclusion and Equity
and enrollment development
teamed up to host a ceremony
celebrating minority graduates
SEE A3

LAKER LIFE

Grand Valley TV wins
two state-wide awards

Anti-Semitic reports on the rise at GV
BIAS INCIDENT REPORTS

Six religious bias
incidents occurred
since December
BY AUDRA GAMBLE

EDITORIAL@LANTHORN.COM

The Michigan Association of
Broadcasters annual awards selected
GVTV for two awards, which will
be accepted at a May 3 ceremony
SEE A6

SPORTS

Laker football players
sit out due to NCAA rule
Five players sat out spring practice
due to the NCAA’s 10-semester rule,
and can have no involvement with
the team until the start of fall camp
SEE A9

ONLINE

Listen to the latest
from The Lowdown
In this week’s news podcast, the
Lanthorn talks about Pope Francis’
modern ideas and his new ways of
running the Catholic Church
SEE LANTHORN.COM

ollowing a series of
anti-Semitic
bias
incident reports, a
campus-wide notifi
cation was sent out
to the Grand Valley State Uni
versity community condemning
the acts of bias toward the Jewish
population at GVSU.
Since Dec. 5, 2015, six anti-Se
mitic related incidents have been
reported on campus. Two of these
instances involved swastikas being
drawn on walls or doors of resi
dence halls. Two other incidents
involved swastikas and additional
messages, including “I am a Nazi”
and “Hitler did nothing wrong.” An
additional incident involved a fac
ulty member making anti-Semitic
gestures in a classroom, and the fi
nal report involved a Star of David
with an “X” scratched into it on the
window of a bus.
“The instances of anti-Semi
tism at GVSU have been a wakeup call to the fact that there’s
still some work to do on campus
when it comes to difference of
identity, religion and ethnicity,”

said Katie Gordon, program
manager for the Kaufman Inter
faith Institute at GVSU.
Though the instances of reli
giously-related bias incident re
ports fluctuate from semester to
semester, the recent increase in
anti-Semitic reports prompted the
campus-wide notification, an un
usual action from the Division of
Inclusion and Equity.
“We may have received one
or two (anti-Semitic reports) in
previous years, but the trend was
disturbing,” said Jesse Bernal, vice

president for the Division of Inclu
sion and Equity. “As we saw this
rise, particularly in March and
April, we started having conversa
tions that we need to address this
as a campus community.”
Though most of these reports
were for various acts of vandal
ism, because there were no real
leads on potential suspects, no
formal charges have been filed in
any of these incidents.
“In the occasion that some
thing was in violation of the stu
dent code or law, those bodies are

brought in,” said Marlene Kowalski-Braun, associate vice provost
for student affairs and inclusion
and equity. “In the case of van
dalism, that is not free speech, so
that got turned over to police and
it becomes part of their watch.”
Despite the increase in antiSemitic acts on campus, Bernal
does not believe individuals were
singled out by the incidents.
“With the anti-Semitic vandal-

SEE

BIAS | A2

STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS

CLASS OF 2016

Engineering excellence
GV students start group to
support black engineers
very underrepresented in the
engineering field,” said Tama
rind Forbes, a product design
rand Valley State and manufacturing student
University’s en and the president of GVSUs
gineering
pro NSBE chapter. “It’s a good
gram currently community to be in. Restart
has about 1,192 ing (GVSUs chapter) was to
students committed to the recreate that positive environ
program, whether or not they ment for all of us and to create
have been admitted into the a good support system that
program yet. The major is we’ve been deprived of”
The chapter aims to increase
one of the largest programs
at GVSU, drawing over 300 the numbers of black students
in the engineering program by
freshmen in the fall of 2016.
The engineering majors are showing them that they can
part of a notoriously hard pro excel academically and pro
fessionally
in
gram, with de
the engineering
manding classes
field, no mat
and strenuous
“Restarting
ter their back
labs. Many stu
(NSBE) was
ground.
dents struggle
“When you
to recreate
with
keeping
don’t
see any
up, and that’s
that positive
body with your
especially true
environment for
skin color in
with students of
the
engineer
color in the pro
all of us.”
ing
building,
gram. They find
it’s kind of sad,
themselves in a
TAMARIND FORBES
kind of depress
predominantly
PRESIDENT,
ing,”
Forbes
white program
GVSU NSBE
said. “You cant
with no faculty
really reach out
or resources to
to anybody who
turn to when they need help.
That’s why a group of GVSU understands your struggle.
engineering students have res NSBE kind of surrounds
urrected the school’s chapter of you in that type of environ
the National Society of Black ment so when you go back to
Engineers, a student organiza school, you feel motivated.”
Forbes isn’t alone in feel
tion that focuses on increasing
minority interest in engineer ing that way. Atone Joryman, a
ing programs at the undergrad mechanical engineering major
uate and graduate levels.
“(Students of color) are
SEE NSBE | A2
BY MADDIE FORSHEE
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BY DREW HOWARD

ASSISTANTNEWS@LANTHORN.COM

rand Valley State Univer
sity has more than 100,000
alumni spread out across
all 50 states of the U.S. That
number is about to get big
ger when this year’s group of graduates
take the commencement ceremony
stage on April 30.
In an effort to honor the work of these
soon-to-be graduates, multiple GVSU de
partments came together to host the 2016
GradFest from April 18-21.
“(GradFest) is basically a festival where
you can come and celebrate the end of the
year,” said Krashawn McElveen, alumni
relations assistant. “Students can come
and pick up their graduation tickets, take
a survey through career services, as well as
pick up their caps and gowns. We just try
to make it a fun exit event.”
All graduating students are required
to attend GradFest in order to receive up
to sue tickets for the 2016 commencement
ceremony. However, students were en
couraged to stay and participate in a vari-

PHOTO FINISH: Graduating seniors got their pictures taken donning their caps and
gowns at GradFest this week on the Allendale and Pew campuses. GVL I SARA CARTE

ety of activities and services.
With the help of the University Book
store, caps and gowns for bachelors and
masters programs were available for pur
chase upon entering the event.
Additionally, students were given the
opportunity to pose for a professional
photographer in their cap and gown out
fits alone or with friends. Photos were
available for purchase for $1 at GradFest
or online at Heather Dixon Photography.
For those looking to do something
special for their graduation, GradFest
included tables featuring class rings, di
ploma frames and custom graduation an
nouncements for sale.
Going beyond graduation, GVSUs fi

nancial aid office hosted a table at Grad
Fest helping inform graduates on how
they can pay back their college loans.
“I’m here to talk about financial aid
and what the process looks like for stu
dents who are discontinuing their educa
tion and those are continuing,” said Steven
Eleazer, financial aid counselor. “For those
who are discontinuing, I’m kind of talking
about exit counseling and repaying and
what that repaying process looks like. And
for graduate students, we’re reminding
them that were help to help them in the
financial aid office.”
GradFest also included a “Graduate

SEE GRADFEST | A2
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university, including in regard to its re
ligious makeup. From 2011 to 2015, the
campus became 4 percent less Christian.
For Gordon, this information, in addi
tion to the reports of religious bias, will
shape her work at GVSU in the fall.
“As our campus continues to diver
sify in regard to religious identity, the
need for interfaith will only increase,”
she said. “If not positively and con
structively engaged through both in
tersectional and interfaith events, re
ligious diversity can lead to increased
division between our differences.”
Moving forward, Gordon hopes to
engage with Jewish students and other
students who identify with various re
ligious minorities to make GVSU more
interfaith-friendly.
In the meantime, Jewish students are
encouraged to seek out support from
the Division of Inclusion and Equity, the
Counseling Center and the Jewish stu
dent organization on campus, Hillel.
“(The notification) made me feel re
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CONTINUED FROM A1

ism, which most of these cases are, we
don’t believe that any member of the
Jewish community was targeted in any
of those acts,” he said. “That doesn’t dis
miss the fact that there’s a greater impact
on our Jewish community, though. I feel
deep concern for students who feel un
safe on our campus.”
For the vast majority of Jewish stu
dents, the campus-wide notification
from Bernal was the first they were hear
ing about these incidents at GVSU.
“It made me feel uncomfortable, be
cause a swastika is a representation of the
genocide of an entire race,” said a Jew
ish student at GVSU who declined to be
identified for fear of retaliation. “It’s obvi
ously a big problem.”
According to the most data from the
2015 Campus Climate Survey, GVSU is
continuing to become a more diverse

STUDENT FILM PROJECT TO DEBUT
The 2015 Grand Valley State University summer film
project, “The Lens," will have its debut screening at the
Celebration! Cinema North in Grand Rapids on April 29.
“The Lens" tells the story of a woman named Isabelle
who discovers a camera lens with mystical powers of heal
ing. However, every time she uses the camera for healing,
she also loses a piece of her soul.
The film was created by 20 GVSU students and edited
over a 15-week fall 2015 semester course.
Shooting locations include the Grand Rapids Art
Museum, Rosa Parks Circle and the Urban Institute for
Contemporary Arts, among other places.
The screening is set to take place at 8 p.m. and costs $5
per person (cash only).

RECEPTION TO CELEBRATE BART MERKLE’S DE
PARTURE FROM GV
After serving at Grand Valley State University for more
than two decades, Bart Merkle will be stepping down from
his position as vice provost for student affairs and dean of
students in the summer of 2016.
To celebrate his time as vice provost, faculty and staff
will be throwing Merkle a going away party from 1 p.m. until
4 p.m. in Room 2204 of the Kirkhof Center on April 22.
Provost Gayle Davis will make remarks about Merkle's
impact at 2 p.m.
After departing from his current role, Merkle is expected
to transition into a faculty member position within the
College of Education.

CONTINUED FROM A1

Studies” table. Here, stu
dents could learn about the
36 graduate programs avail
able at GVSU while also
speaking with a Graduate
School representative.
McElveen added that
GradFest is a great way to rec
ognize the accomplishments
of all those graduating.
“It’s kind of like your grand
finale for being here, so it’s im
portant we take a moment to
recognize your accomplish
ments throughout your time
here at GVSU,” she said “So
this is a way in one space to
recognize all of the good things

Graduating seniors are invited to join President Thomas
Haas for a free pancake breakfast to commemorate their
time at Grand Valley State University on April 22.
In addition to the free pancakes, graduating seniors will
be treated to a photo booth, gifts and a tour of the Alumni
House. Attendees will also learn about ways to stay involved
with GVSU following graduation.
“Pancakes with the President” will take place from
9 a.m. until 11 a m. in the Alumni House, located on
GVSU’s Allendale Campus. The event is open only to
graduating seniors.

PROJECT DAY TO FEATURE WORK FROM ENGI
NEERING AND COMPUTING STUDENTS

ally concerned. It was half dread and half
concern for my other Jewish friends,”
said Jewish student Zoe Kaufman. “It
makes me feel uncomfortable to be in
classes, as a student. It doesn’t make me
have pride in my school.
“It’s so upsetting, and nobody really
understands. My non-Jewish friends
won’t understand that I’m a target,
and these people who are targeting me
don’t even know me.”
For Kowalski-Braun, she is hopeful
the bias incident reports are a sign that
bystanders are standing up for unaccept
able behavior, since all but one of the six
reports were submitted by non-Jewish
GVSU community members.
“This is a place where bias lives,” she
said. “We are imperfect, and that’s some
thing we’re trying to address.”

www.gvsu.edu/bias
TO FILE A BIAS INCIDENT REPORT

GO TO:
www.gvsu.edu/
commencement
FOR MORE INFORMATION

Undergraduate and graduate students within a variety
of majors will put their projects on display for public
viewing during Grand Valley State University’s Project
Day on April 21.
Project Day will feature work from students within the
engineering, computing, occupational safety and health
management majors. Projects include a virtual chess game,
a wireless weather station and an app that projects patient
overcrowding, among others.
Close to £50 Grand Rapids high school students and
visitors are Expected to show up to learn how engineering
and compiling impacts everyday life.
Project day will take place from 10 a.m. until noon in the
Kennedy Hall of Engineering and Keller Engineering Labs,
located on the Pew Campus.

SAYING GOODBYE: GVSU seniors receive free sunglasses and car de
cals at GradFest in the Kirkhof Center on April 18. GVL I SARA CARTE

NSBE
CONTINUED FROM A1

SWING DANCE CLUB TO HOST ITS FIRST SHOWCASE
Grand Valley State University’s Swing Dance Club will
host its very first showcase performance for the public
on April 22.
The showcase will feature a variety of swing dance styles
from GVSU students who have been training for this exact
moment. The event will also feature free food provided by
campus dining as well as carnations for sale to gift dancers.
The Swing Dance Club’s showcase will take place at
8 p.m. in the Kirkhof Center’s Grand River Room. Those
interested in showing off their dance moves are invited to
participate in an open dance portion of the night.
For more information about the showcase, contact the
GVSU Swing Dance Club at gvsuswing@gmail.com.

GO TO:

that have happened here.”
GradFest will continue on
April 21 from 10 a.m. to 6:30
p.m. in the Hager-Lubbers
Exhibition Hall, located in
side the DeVos Center on
GVSU’s Pew Campus.
The 2016 commence
ment ceremonies are set to
take place at 10 a.m. and 3
p.m. at Van Andel Arena,
located in Grand Rapids.
For those unable to attend
GradFest, commencement
tickets can still be acquired
through the Dean of Stu
dents Office.

GRADFEST

HAAS TO RECOGNIZE GRADUATING SENIORS WITH
FREE PANCAKE BREAKFAST

#

Atone Joryman (left), Tamarind Forbes (middle) and
KeyonTay Harris (right) pose together, courtesy | tamarind FORBES

COMMUNITY:

and a member of NSBE, echoed
Forbes’ worries.
“It gets kind of discourag
ing when you’re in this major
and you don’t feel comfort
able to reach out to people,”
Joryman said.
Forbes started the chapter
as a way to recreate the positive
community that the chapter
used to have when it first was
present at GVSU, in the early
2000s. The chapter faded out
of existence because of a lack
of faculty support. She remains
positive about the chapter this
time around, though.
“The dean of the school of
engineering and the director
of the school of engineering
are extremely supportive,”
Forbes said. “We just hope to
expand and make sure that
everybody knows that we’re

here, so they’re attracted to
Grand Valley because of the
engineering program and the
support surrounding it.”
Though the chapter isn’t
recognized nationally, the
organization traveled to the
annual NSBE conference in
Boston last month. Forbes and
Joryman both said that oppor
tunities like that are what they
are most excited to provide to
GVSU’s community.
“I hope NSBE shows that
science, math and engineering
and emphasizes that (black stu
dents) can do this,” Forbes said.
“Science is cool, too.”
NSBE is not exclusive to
black engineering students.
Any engineering students,
whether they are a minor
ity or not, are welcome to
join to support the chapter
and its goals.
For more information, visit
GVSU’s NSBE OrgSync page.
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Celebrating students of color
Inclusion and Equity, enrollment host reception for minority students
BY JESS HODGE
JHODGE®LA N THORN. COM

n a matter of
weeks,
Grand
Valley State Uni
versity students
will walk across
the stage and assume their
new title as GVSU alumni. A
majority of those students will
be Caucasian, as GVSU is a
predominately white school.
The Division of Inclusion and
Equity will host a reception
on April 21 from 4 p.m. until
6 p.m. to honor the students of
color who will be graduating.
The reception, which is be
ing held for the second year,
will be in the Grand River
Room and will feature Presi
dent Thomas Haas and Lynn
Blue, vice president for enroll
ment development, as guest
speakers.
The event, although it will
be honoring and celebrating
students of color, is open to all
students who would like to at
tend and support their fellow
students. Takeelia Garrett, an
organizer for the reception,
said it will be a great event for
any student.
“This is just a reception
with food, music, karaoke, a
photo booth and a few words
to congratulate them on their

achievements,” Garrett said.
“Students (also) had an op
tion of submitting a photo to
be placed on a slideshow that
will play at the beginning of
the reception.”
This event, while being fun
and providing entertainment
for students, will also aid in
helping GVSU’s students of
color to feel more at home on
campus. African Americans,
Asians, American Indians or
Alaskan Native and Hispanic
or Latino are all considered
students of color.
“This is a predominately
white institution and it some
times a culture shock when stu
dents of color come to campus,”
Garrett said. “Having programs
such as these show our students
that they are a part of the com
munity and they are cared for.
We are celebrating and sup
porting their achievements.”
The lack of diversity at
GVSU has long been a prob
lem. Between July 1, 2014
and June 30, 2015, there
were 4,314 degrees awarded
at GVSU. Of those degrees,
only 463 went to students of
color. White students made
up the majority of the grad
uates, with 3,724 degrees
awarded. This is an increase
from previous years, such as
2012-13 when students of

color made up only 436 of
the 4,448 graduates, while
white students made up
3,905 of the degrees.
This number is slowly
increasing as the popula
tion and diversity at GVSU
expands. Garrett said she is
hoping the number of stu
dents of color who graduate
will increase over time.
“I am hoping there is an
increase,” she said. “GVSU
faculty, staff (and) students
have worked really hard to
increase the numbers of stu
dents who graduate within
four to five years.”
The reception will not
be much different than last
year’s, except for the addi-'
tion of karaoke. Garrett said
the planning committee was
also smaller, and hopes for
students to be involved in the
planning process next year.
Garrett was pleased with
the amount of group work
and collaboration between
departments of the university
to put this event on.
“Blue has been a sup
porter of this event from its
inception,” Garrett said. “Her
office, along with Inclusion
and Equity, has supported
this as well as many other en
deavors both financially and
with staff support.”

MILESTONE: A GVSU graduate waves at her friends and family at the spring 2015 commencement. There
will be a reception for graduates of color on April 21 at 4 p.m. in the Grand River Room. GVL I ARCHIVE

FINALS WEEK FUN

ExtravaGRANDza celebrates Lakers’ hard work
BY SANDA VAZGEC
SVAZGEC@LANTHORN.COM

T
cramming
for
fj^l( exams and working on
group projects, which makes
for a very stressful couple of
weeks. To make this time a little
easier on the students at Grand
Valley State University, the Lak
er Traditions Team will present
ExtravaGRANDza, a series of
events dedicated to celebrating
the end of the school year.
“My goal for this event is to
show students at Grand Valley
that their hard work is recog
nized,” said event coordinator
Marisa Riddle. “People at this
school work really hard, and
I think a lot of people feel that
their efforts don’t always get
noticed. ExtravaGRANDza is
all about telling people that we
notice their dedication and we
want to reward them for that.”
This year, the celebration
will host three major events
for students to participate
in, where they can relax and
have fun.
On April 22 from 9 a.m. un
til 11 a.m., graduating seniors

can attend “Pancakes with
the President” in the Alumni
House. The event will offer a
free pancake breakfast, give
aways and a photo booth. Stu
dents will also have the chance
to tour the Alumni House and
interact with GVSU President
Thomas Haas.
Riddle said this is a great op
portunity for students to find
ways to stay connected with the
university after they graduate.
Later on that day, LakerFest will be held on the lawn
of the Kirkhof Center from
noon until 4 p.m. There will
be an inflatable obstacle
course, food, games and mu
sic. Ihe activities are all free of
charge for GVSU students.
On April 27 from noon un
til 2 p.m., students can take a
study break and participate
in Spa Day, located in the
lounge of the Kirkhof Cen
ter. There will be a massage
therapist from Campus Rec
reation available, as well as free
smoothies and spa samples for
students to enjoy.
“Students should take ad
vantage of these free and enjoy
able opportunities,” said Kara
Jacoboni, graduate assistant
for the leaker Traditions Team.
“These events are ways to let

A GRAND TIME: Two students celebrate ExtravaGRANDza last year. This year, it will take place from April 22 to April 29 and include Pan
cakes with the President, an outdoor carnival and other events for students to celebrate the end of the school year. COURTESY | gvsu.edu

loose and enjoy the beautiful
weather, end of classes, and
what it means to be a Laker.”
The Laker Traditions Team
is dedicated to showing stu
dents what it means to be a
Laker by encouraging campus
involvement and growth. The

team hopes to keep students
informed about what is hap
pening on campus through fun
and creative opportunities.
Past events have received an
overwhelming amount of pos
itive feedback from students
and the organization hopes

to expand ExtravaGRANDza
each year to reward students
for their hard work through
out the school year.
ExtravaGRANDza provides
students with the opportunity
to interact with each other and
the organization to find new

ways to get involved on campus
and solidify their Laker pride.

GO TO:
www.gvsu.edu/traditions
FOR MORE INFORMA TION

EXAM WEEK

Fun in the sun
LakerFest helps students relieve stress
BY MEGHAN MCBRADY
MMCBRADY@LANTHORN.COM

n order to distract
from the impend
ing doom that
is finals week,
Spotlight Produc
tions and Laker Traditions will
be hosting LakerFest on April
22 from noon until 4 p.m. in
the Kirkhof Center lobby on
Grand Valley State University’s
Allendale Campus.
With free food and various
activities, the event is purposely
held at the end of the winter
semester in order to celebrate
all the hard work that students
have done throughout the
2015-16 academic year.
Marisa Riddle, the coordi
nator for LakerFest, said that
having a carnival-themed
event will resonate with stu
dents because it references a
significant time in their child
hood where things like finals,
thesis reports and graduation
weren’t part of their daily life.
“That’s what we really want
ed to accomplish—a stressfree, fun event where everyone

could relax and have a good
time,” Riddle said. “That’s part
of the reason we have it on the
last day of classes, so students
can take a breather and realize
they’re done.”
Noting the collaboration
between Spotlight Productions
and Laker Traditions, Riddle
said that the partnership be
tween the two organizations
allowed them to designate who
brought what to the event. Lak
er Traditions will be providing
cotton candy, popcorn and oth
er carnival-themed food, while
Spotlight Productions brings
the carnival games.
Working with Spotlight
Productions, she said, has ul
timately been great and that
when they get together, awe
some things happen.
“We’ve been working to
gether on this since last year,
and LakerFest was such a suc
cess last year, I think that really
speaks to all the hard work put
in by Traditions and Spotlight
to make sure everything runs
smoothlyf Riddle said.
Hailey Merritt, the pro
motions chair for LakerFest,

emphasized that while the
event is all fun and games
for the students and faculty,
it is also a reflection period
on the academic year.
Emphasizing how this will
be a wonderful opportunity
for students to take a muchneeded break from the stress
of finishing assignments and
studying for finals, she also
said that this is the chance for
graduating students to look at
and see what they brought to
the GVSU community during
their undergraduate years.
“It’s more of a celebration,
congratulating everyone for
such a great school year and
that is why the event is placed
at the end of the year,” she
said. “It will be bittersweet to
watch some of our Lakers ac
cept their degree and gradu
ate, but all of us are so proud
of their accomplishments and
they gave us huge shoes to fill
for the next semester to come.”

GO TO:
http://blt.ly/1VGslBU
FOR MORE INFORMATION

CARNIVAL: Members of the Laker Traditions Team take part in Laker Fest 2015. This year, the event will
take place on April 22 from noon until 4 p.m. in the Kirkhof Center Lobby. COURT!*y | SCAN O’melia

A4

APRIL 21, 2016

OPINION

EDITORIAL

GRAND VALLEY LANTHORN
(&GVLNEWS ^0

GVL EDITORIAL CARTOON

This will not
be tolerated
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is very
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I know Grand Valley is
surprised to get that email about anti-Semitism
acts happening on campus.
, \\sO

Anti-Semitic acts have
no place on GV’s campus
ddressing
a
crowd at the
Righteous
Among
Na
tions banquet in
Washington D.C. on January
27, President Barack Obama
said “We must confront
the reality that around the
world, anti-Semitism is on
the rise. We cannot deny it.
An attack on any faith is an
attack on all of our faiths.”
Obamas words ring true,
particularly among increas
ingly frequent reports of antiSemitic acts in Europe, North
America, and now, at Grand
Valley State University.
After the Division of Inclu
sion and Equity saw a sharp
increase of these religiouslycharged incident reports, ad
ministrators alerted the GVSU
community there was a prob
lem. A problem that would
not be allowed on campus.
Some of the reports in
cluded writings on walls or
doors reading, “I am a Nazi”
and “Hitler did nothing
wrong.” The fact that some
one at GVSU identified as be
ing a Nazi should be incred
ibly alarming to all Lakers. As
immature as these incidents
may seem to some, they’re
not to be taken lightly.
This university prides itself
on being inclusive, and always
is making strides to become
more diverse. As such, it has
done a pretty good job ad
dressing racism and genderbased acts of violence.
Now, it’s time to talk
about religious diversity and
Christian privilege. No stu
dent should feel targeted for
their personhood, and Jew
ish students at GVSU should
not have to be nervous about
talking about their faith or
wearing Star of David neck
laces on campus.
This is not funny, this is
certainly not something to
brush off as “no big deal.”
Anti-Semitism is not an issue
to take lightly. Ever. Each and
every student or staff member
on campus should feel com
fortable on campus in any set
ting regarding their religious

faith, gender identity or race.
Despite living in the Evangeli
cal Christian bubble that is
West Michigan, it is impera
tive that students of all faiths
and non-faiths feel equally
welcomed and included on
campus, and the very base
level of this inclusion is not
being fearful of being the vic
tim of acts of hatred.
A college campus is a lot
of things. Its a place where
people come to hone in on
their passions, a place where
people come to make friends
and gain experience in their
field and, most importantly,
a place to build a community
that is striving for diversity
and inclusion. These acts of
hatred and religious bias are
not how a community acts.
The email blast from the
Division of Inclusion and
Equity made it clear that acts
of anti-Semitism will not be
tolerated at GVSU. his will
not be tolerated.
In the email, Bernal wrote:
“Anti-Semitism and big
otry are antithetical to an
inclusive educational envi
ronment and the university’s
vision, mission, and values.
These are not the only inci
dents reported this semes
ter. Thirty-five bias incidents
have been reported and they
include race, gender, gender
identity, sexual orientation
and national origin. As Lak
ers, we embrace diversity and
expect that students, faculty
and staff treat one another
with mutual respect and ci
vility and contribute to main
taining a safe and secure en
vironment for everyone.”
The Lanthorn hopes all
members of the GVSU com
munity take these words to
heart, and stand up against
any acts of bias, including
the recent abhorrent acts
of anti-Semitism that have
occurred on our campus.
These sorts of actions are not
what it means to be a Laker,
and it never will. It’s up to us
to make sure GVSU stands
united against hurtful and
hateful actions on campus.

Editor-in-chief
Associate editor
News editor
Sports editor
A&E editor
Laker Life editor

WHAT IS A LANTHORN?
Lant • horn, n. [old English]
Lanthorn is two syllables,
pronounced Lant-hom. It is a
lantern that was used in midto-late 16th century Europe. It
was constructed of leather and a

single lens made of a thin piece
of ox or steer horn. It was used
for illumination and as a beacon.
The Grand Valley Lanthorn
slogan is: "Give light and the
people will find their own way.”

GVL OPINION POLICY
The goal of the Grand Valley
Lanthorn’s opinion page is to act
as a forum for public discussion,
comment and criticism in the
Grand Valley State University
community. Student opinions
published here do not
necessarily reflect those of the
paper as an entity.
The Grand Valley Lanthorn
aims to be a safe vehicle for
community discussion. The
Lanthorn will not publish
or entertain any forms of
hate speech, but will not
discriminate against any other
views, opinions or beliefs. The
content, information and views
expressed are not approved by
nor necessarily represent those
of the university, its Board of
Trustees, officers, faculty or staff.
Reader submissions on the
opinion page appear as space
permits, and are reserved
for letters to the editor only.

all other reader-generated
content can be submitted to
the Grand Valley Lanthorn’s
YourSpace page by emailing
community@lanthorn.com.
Letters to the editor should
include the author's full name
and relevant title along with a
valid email and phone number
for confirming the identity of
the author. Letters should be
approximately 500-650 words
in length, and are not edited
by the staff of the Grand Valley
Lanthorn outside of technical
errors for clarity.
To make a submission,
email at editorial@lanthorn.
com or by dropping off your
submission in person at:
0051 KIRKHOF CENTER
GRAND VALLEY STATE
UNIVERSITY
ALLENDALE, Ml 49401
616-826-8276
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at addressing other bias incidents, I am
sure they will do something about it
and encourage religious diversity.
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Keeping finals week in perspective

BY JAKE KEELEY
EDITORIAL@LANTHORN.COM

here have been
many weeks of
school to put
work in and get
the grade that
you want. One test will not
drastically change that grade.
If you have been keeping up,
then a quick review of previous
assignments and notes should
be sufficient to prepare for the
test. If you haven’t been keep
ing up, it’s impossible to learn a
semester’s worth of content in
one week. Trust me, I’ve tried.
Unless, of course, you are
presenting for your final, in

which case you can put that
together in a day. Don’t be sur
prised that I have successfully
attempted that, as well. Thank
fully, this semester I have been
on top of my work and as a
result, I had the time to watch
history last Wednesday as the
Golden State Warriors broke
the single regular season wins
record, while Kobe Bryant
played his last game.
The Golden State Warriors
are unlike anything I have ever
seen. Growing up in the peak
of isolation, hero-ball pio
neered by Michael Jordan and
reaching its peak with players
like Kobe Bryant, Allen Iverson
and Carmelo Anthony, with
the exception of everyone’s fa
vorite Pistons teams, this is all
I knew. Yet the Warriors have
enjoyed unprecedented success
by directly contradicting this
strategy. What made the 2004
Pistons championship great is
that people said they had no
superstars—they just made a
great team. Sure, they had four
all-stars, but that’s a different
argument.
The Warriors, however,

have two legitimate superstars
in Steph Curry and Draymond Green. Three if you
include Klay Thompson, yet
none of them won last year’s
finals MVP. That was Andre
Iguodala, a star in his own
right. The unselfishness this
team plays with is what every
coach preaches, yet no one can
teach the shooting ability of the
Splash Brothers. Anybody can
move the ball like the War
riors, but they can’t shoot at the
rate these guys do. Coupled
with the incredible depth
Golden State features, it is no
wonder that they eclipsed the
72-win mark set by Jordan’s
Bulls on their quest to repeat as
champions.
Never to be outdone,
however, arguably the bigger
story on Wednesday was Kobe
Bean Bryant going for 60 in his
last game. What better way to
go out for the Black Mamba
then to put up 50 shots for 60
points? Furthermore, unlike
some overrated, range-less
shortstop for the New York
Yankees who I will not name,
Kobe’s farewell tour was done

with class, and did not take
anything away from the game.
Yet, for everything Kobe
gave us, I feel that there was
still so much to be desired.
Perhaps hindered by his own
insatiable desire to be the best,
in my opinion he sacrificed an
incredible opportunity to get
more rings to enhance his own
personal image. His inability to
coexist with the Big Aristo
tle, amongst others, directly
altered the path of what would
have inevitably become one of
the best dynasties of all time.
Yet I can only hate so much.
Kobe’s ability to make tough
shots, contested, off-balance,
long twos, often frowned upon
by today’s analytic minds, was
second to none. Whether No.
24 or No. 8, Kobe will forever
be remembered as one of the
greats. If not as one of the
game’s greats, kids will carry on
his legacy as no one will know
what to yell when shooting a
fade-a-way jumper.
So well just stick with
“KOBE!”

Getting the most out of summer

BY KELLY SMITH
EDITORIAL@LANTHORN.COM

ummer vacation
is almost here.
Yes, we’ve almost
made it through
another long year
of hard work and achievement
(hopefully). I’m sure many
of us are looking forward to
the four-month break in the
warm air and cool breeze. It’s
certainly a good reward for the
time spent cooped up inside
doing work during the cold

seasons. But what are some
good ways to take advantage of
summer?
At this point in life, it’s a
good idea to use the time off
from school to increase your
income levels. Having a sum
mer job really does have its
benefits. It doesn’t even have
to be a boring, office job that
requires hours in the same
seat doing the same work.
You could get a job working
at a park or golf course, which
provides a refreshing opportu
nity to be outside and be active
while working. Whether you
prefer indoor or outdoor work,
simple or busy work, having
some source of income during
the summer definitely makes
the initial expenses of next
year’s tuition a lot less stressful.
On that note, summer
may even provide the perfect
opportunity to discover more
options for yourself in terms
of your career. You might be
able to find an internship that

will help advance your career
by improving your skills and
training you for the future.
Whether or not this option
works out, it’s definitely some
thing else to be considered.
While I do definitely rec
ommend having a job of some
sort, it’s also important to re
member that it’s still your time
off from school. Your summer
doesn’t just have to involve
work. Take time to enjoy being
together with friends and fam
ily. Get involved in sports, go
on hikes, go traveling, go to a
water park or go to a ballgame.
Just like during the school year,
there needs to be times when
you take breaks from work to
give your brain a rest and enjoy
your free time. Only now, you
have even more time to do so.
Do something fun every now
and then to keep the summer
spirits alive and thriving.
I know there are also some
people who take classes during
the summer, either online or

here on campus. I don’t want
to discourage people from
doing this if they feel it’s neces
sary. I know some people do it
because they want to get ahead
to lessen their workload in the
future, which is understand
able. Others may want to make
up a class that didn’t end too
well. Whatever the reason,
summer is also a good time
to take a few extra/make-up
classes while the commitments
of the school year are very few.
I would still recommend not
going overboard though, be
cause you don’t want to over
whelm yourself and completely
neglect all of your time off.
Summer is a great time to
take a long break from all the
cares and worries of school.
While it is good to stay busy
and earn some extra money, it’s
also good to spend quality time
relaxing and having fun. Good
luck on finals, and have a great
summer!

VALLEY VOTE

THIS ISSUE’S QUESTION

BLOG

Do you actively try to learn
about other religions?

Is religious prejudice a
problem on campus?

What’s in a word?

By Danielle Zukowski
Yes
No
Maybe

33%
42%
25%

LOG ON & VOTE
www.lanthorn.com
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QUESTION OF THE ISSUE
IS RELIGIOUS PREJUDICE A PROBLEM ON CAMPUS?
BRANCE BAXTER

CALEB SMITH

“I guess so. I feel like the norm is kind of
against religion.”

"No. But I don’t know that much about the
topic.”

YEAR: Freshman
MAJOR: Exercise science
HOMETOWN: Battle Creek, Michigan

YEAR: Sophomore
MAJOR: Communications
HOMETOWN: Ada. Michigan

WHAT’S YOUR PROBLEM?
HAVE A PROBLEM THAT
YOU NEED HELP SOLVING?
SEND US AN EMAIL.
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GVL EDITORIAL BOARD
AUDRA GAMBLE
HANNAH LENTZ
MADDIE FORSHEE
A.A. KNORR
CLAIRE FISHER
ASHLYN KORIENEK

By Taylor Scholtens

MATTHEW BRYANT

ADRIANNA SMITH

"No. I don’t think so. I think we’re taking strides
to be more inclusive to all types of religions.”

"I had some classes with some kind of bigoted
people, but I think that’s the small minority."

YEAR: Sophomore
MAJOR: Multimedia Journalism
HOMETOWN: Clinton Twp. Michigan

YEAR: Junior
MAJOR: Communications
HOMETOWN: Austin, Texas
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Silent Observer, GVPD observe
Sexual Assault Awareness Month
BY HANNAH LENTZ

ASSOCIATE@LANTHORN.COM

pril is known
across the U.S.
as Sexual As
sault Awareness
Month. In collab
oration with the nation-wide
month of awareness, West
Michigan’s Silent Observer
and the Grand Valley State
University Police Department
are working to deliver justice
for crimes of sexual abuse.
Silent Observer started a
poster campaign at the begin
ning of the month highlighting
suspects of crimes related to
sexual violence. So far, two of
the suspects have already been
identified for the community.

Silent Observer of Kent
County works as an anony
mous reporting outlet for se
rious crimes in the commu
nity. When reports are made
to the hotline they never in
clude a name. Instead, those
calling in will be given a spe
cial code number associated
with their report.
The aim of this months
campaign is to help to encour
age the reporting of sexual vio
lence around the community
through the help of a visual aid.
Chris Cameron, executive
director of Silent Observer
has organized several other
campaigns revolving around
the idea the wanted poster as
a visual aid. In October, Silent
Observer launched a cam

paign revolving around Do
mestic Violence Awareness
Month. During this time, the
majority of suspects pictured
were identified.
“This is a great opportunity
to give a voice to the voice
less,” Cameron said. “A chance
for you to help out a friend or
someone in the community
who cannot speak for them
selves quite yet and to bring
criminals to justice.”
Another focus of the month
for Silent Observer is bringing
as many criminals to justice
as possible. According to sta
tistics from Silent Observer,
the majority of sexual assaults,
an estimated 63 percent, are
never reported to the police as
some victims feel concerned

TRANSPORTATION

Laker Line takes a new turn
Busing project asks for student feedback
BY SHAE SLAUGHTER

SSLAUGHTER@LANTHORN.COM

n April 20, repre
sentatives of the
newly redesigned
Laker Line held
an event open
to all students to introduce
Grand Valley State University’s
fresh concept for busing.
Busing is a very important
part of many student’s lives
at GVSU. Ihe Route 50 is re
sponsible for getting students
between the Allendale and
Pew campuses each and ev
ery day. However, the Federal
Transit Administration has
recommended that the Laker
Line be added into the 2017
federal budget.
The budget required for the
new bus line totals $71 million.
However, the federal and state
government is footing the bill

after research dating back to
2013 has shown just how use
ful this change will be. GVSUs
Route 50 experienced a growth
rate of 693% from 2002-12, ac
cording to the laker Line study.
The introduction of the
Laker Line into the federal
budget will allow for more
money to be allocated into the
busing program, transforming
it into a bus rapid transit (BRT)
instead. With the increased
budget, the team working to
improve the Laker Line hopes
to completely revitalize the
way students are traveling.
The new BRT buses will op
erate like trains, but for a frac
tion of the cost. Stations will
now have arrival information,
emergency phones and securi
ty cameras in the stations. Bus
es will now come standard with
Wi-Fi and traffic signal priority,
reducing travel times. They will

also be larger in size, allowing
for 90 passengers at one time.
The proposed route will
total 13 miles and connect
the Kirkhof Center, a hub for
many students, to the GVSU
Cook-DeVos
Center
for
Health Sciences. There are 14
different stations planned to
be built along this line for vari
ous strategic purposes.
Construction on this new
line is anticipated to begin in
2017, with it being available to
students in the spring or sum
mer of 2018. However, the
project team is still hoping to
get students’ opinions to truly
perfect their design, which is
why they held the Laker Line
pop-up transit plaza.
The event took place under
the US-131 underpass at Mt.
Vernon and Fulton, because
that station location has some
of the highest ridership on the

about not being believed; fear
ful of retaliation from their
attackers, shame or fear of be
ing blamed, or pressured from
others not to tell. Since Silent
Observer is anonymous, there
is not the same risk of identifi
cation for the reporter.
“Sexual assault ranks right
below murder in terms of se
verity’’ Cameron said. “What
it does to a person long-term
isn’t something you can easily
comes to terms with, especially
if your attacker isn’t caught.”
On the GVSU campus,
Capt. Brandon DeHaan and
the rest of the GVPD team are
also working to promote an
increase in awareness regard
ing sexual assualt.
After the student group

system, according to Lynee
Wells, principal and urban
planner with William & Works.
The goal of this event was to
gather information from those
who know the GVSU busing
system best, the students. Those
in charge of creating the new
Laker Line wanted assistance in
personalizing the amenities for
each station to best fit the sur
rounding neighborhood.
Students were asked to fill
out surveys in regard to pe
destrian safety. They were also
given an example of a possible
new mid-block crosswalk that
could be built by the Fred M.
Keller Engineering Lab.
Designers were also curious
as to preferences for a specific
type of underpass activation.
These activations deal with the
design of the US-131 under
pass and include five options
with pictures: play, light, multi
use, green and art. This partic
ular question was interactive,
allowing participants to place a
sticker in the category of their
choosing after examining all of
the options.

Eyes Wide Open puts up posters at the annual “Take Back
The Night” event, which addressed sexual assault. GVL | emily frye

JUSTICE:

Eyes Wide Open approached
GVPD to help make a state
ment to the GVSU communi
ty about sexual assault aware
ness, officers were asked to
wear a teal ribbon during the
month of April in an effort to
show support for victims of
sexual assault.
“By wearing the teal ribbons
during April, we demonstrate
a stance of solidarity and rep
resent a commitment and sup
port in the fight against sexual
assault,” DeHaan said.
Anyone with information as

to the location of the subjects
shown on this poster can give
anonymous tips by contacting
Silent Observer at 774-2345;
downloading Silent Observer’s
new P3tips mobile app or sub
mitting a web tip at wwwsilentobserver.org. Silent Observer
will pay a reward of up to $500
for information leading to the
arrest of the listed suspects.

“It’s a great way to cre
ate two-way communication
with the affected populations
and we’re able to educate peo
ple on the project itselfT said
Nicholas Govann, a member
of the Urban Planning Asso
ciation at GVSU.
The event tempted students
to stop by with the addition of
free com dogs, sliders and fries
from food trucks. Com hole,
hammocks and Jenga were

also laid out for anyone look
ing to have some fun.
Ultimately, any feedback
given by those using the busing
system was considered good
feedback for the designers as
they try to provide a new and
improved service to the GVSU
students of the future.

NEW FALL 2016:
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Students wait for the bus at Kirkhof. The Laker Line
staff held an event for a new concept for busing. GVL | emily frye

FOOD

Breakfast

• Cooked-to-order eggs
• Quick service omelette station

Lunch &

www.lanthorn.com
FOR THE FULL ARTICLE

FEEDBACK:

THE FRESH

• Expanded seating area for groups
• New furniture, fixtures, and lighting
• Music on the new sound system
• Expanded Deli and Grill menu
• Faster service
• Enhanced salad bar

LOG ON TO:
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• Breakfast all day
• Stir-fry station with vegetarian options
• Made-to-order pasta station
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ARTS AT A GLANCE
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SCHOOL OF COMMUNICATIONS HOSTS PHOTOG
RAPHY SENIOR THESIS
On April 26, the Grand Valley State University school
of communications will host its photography senior
thesis showcase for winter 2016, on display in the
Performing Arts Center Room 1121 art gallery.
The eight photographers will feature work around a
variety of individual topics. The exhibit is set to be on
display from April 19-29. The reception for the artists will
be held on April 21, from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.
The photographers in the exhibition are Sam Billin,
Ethan Caverley, Daniel Heeren, Molly LaBeff, Lauren
Loria, Natasha Montelauro, Kimberly Skoglund and
Jason Slagh.
For more information, contact (616) 331-2563.

'TO WRITE LOVE ON HER ARMS' TO HOST A MOVIE
SCREENING AT GV
On April 22, the motion picture “To Write Love on Her
Arms" is set to screen in Area 51 of the Kirkhof Center
at 8 p.m. The film is a drama centered around Renee
Yohe and highlights her battle with depression, drug use
and other issues. These struggles led to the creation of
charity group “To Write Love on Her Arms,” founded by
Jaime Tworkowski.
After the movie, a short discussion will take place on
the stigmas attached to mental illness, as well as what
GVSU’s chapter of TWLOHA does around campus.
Questions about this event should be sent to twlohagvsu@gmail.com.

DANCE SENIOR SHOW
The seniors in the dance program will hold a per
formance of their work at 7 p.m. on April 22 and 23 in
the Large Dance Studio (Performing Arts Center, Room
1600) at Grand Valley State University.
Senior dance majors will present a concert of new
work as part of their capstone project experience at
GVSU. Each dancer will share a self-choreographed solo
and a group work showcasing the varied choreographic
voices of the next generation of dancers and dance mak
ers in West Michigan.
All events are free and open to the public. For more
information visit, www.gvsu.edu/music or call (616)
331-3484.

SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA PERFORMS WITH
STUDENT CONCERTO COMPETITION WINNER, DA
SOLUM
Conducted by Henry Duitman, Grand Valley State
University’s symphony orchestra will perform with Da
Sol Urn at 7:30 p.m. on April 21 in the Louis Armstrong
Theatre of the Performing Arts Center.
Concerto Winner, Da Sol Urn will perform the third
movement of Schumann’s “Piano Concerto in A Minor”
with the orchestra. Dvorak’s "Symphony No. 6 in D
Major" is also in the program for the concert.
The event is free and open to the public. For more
information visjt, www.gvsu.edu/music or call (616)
331-3484.

GVTV claims two state-wide awards
BY KATE BRANUM
KBRANUM@LANTHORN.COM

sk anyone in
volved in Grand
Valley State Uni
versity
televi
sion and radio,
and they’ll probably tell you
that creating and producing
content is no easy feat. Stu
dents in Grand Valley Tele
vision have worked tirelessly
on various programs for the
2015-16 school year, and ef
forts have paid off.
The Michigan Association
of Broadcasters holds an annu
al award ceremony to recognize
television and radio broadcast
ing content, which is selected
and produced by high school
and college students in Michi
gan. This years award ceremo
ny will take place on May 3,
located in Lansing, Michigan.
Since entering the contest
in 2013, GVTV and WCKS
the Whale Radio station has
already claimed a few awards.
This year, students in both me
dia productions stepped out of
their comfort zones and took
home two noteworthy awards.
The first award went to
both GVTV and Whale Radio
for best sports play-by-play
coverage, featuring the GVSU
womens club hockey team.
Len O’Kelly, faculty ad
viser for GVTV, said cover
ing a sporting event, a task
usually reserved for radio,

FILMS: Zach Lucassian (right), and AJ Bedard (left) wrap up pro
duction at the Kirkhof studio on April 9. courtesy | zach lucassian

directly trying to be like any
other sitcom I’ve watched,”
Parks sjiid. “It was me trying
to be original and trying to do
something completely new,
not only to me but to the sta
tion, and I think that’s what
really warranted the win, the
fact that it was really new and
innovative for the station.
Parks plans to wrap-up
“Post Secondary” with a final
sketch to be released at the end
of the semester, and a finale epi
sode to launch next year. It will
not be another musical, but he
is aiming to amp-up the pro
duction value of the show.
GVTV and Whale Radio
have put in overtime through
out the year with a record high
of 13 different shows in pro
duction, and over 88 hours a
week of live radio content.
“Our big thing that we’ll be
working on next year, for both
radio and TV are technologybased,” O’Kelly said. “We know

that people aren’t just sitting
and staring at the wall any
more, watching TV or listen
ing to radio, so we’re looking at
ways to make the stations more
portable, through apps and
streaming and whatnot.”
O’Kelly said although win
ning awards is important to the
students, the experience that
comes with it is perhaps the
most rewarding aspect.
“What I look at as being
even bigger than the MAB
awards is this time of year now
when I start hearing from stu
dents about their jobs when
they’re graduating,” O’Kelly
said. “I’ve already heard from
a couple (students) that know
what they’ll be doing after
they graduate.
“I take that as a big award
too. And in every case, (stu
dents) point back to the ex
perience they gained work
ing in student media that has
helped them to do that.”

ACTIVISM

DarkMatter poetry performance challenges gender binaries
BY ASHLYN KORIENEK
LAKERUFE@LANTHORN.COM

the
music
ceased,
silence
hushed
across
the audience an
ticipating a per
formance chock-full of poetry
regarding social justice and
of course, featured DarkMat
ter in signature neon blue and
pastel shades of lipstick.

CAT GOT
YOUR
TONG
I

was unfamiliar territory.
Determined to do things a
bit differently, GVTV students
hauled equipment and cameras
down to the Georgetown Ice
Center in Allendale and shot
the game. Since it was not pos
sible to air the game live on TV,
all footage was edited later and
produced for broadcast.
GVSU beat out all other
colleges in Michigan who had
been covering sports for a
number of years, making this
victory a notable one.
This is the second year
GVSU has received recognition
in sports coverage. In 2013,
GVSU radio was presented an
honorable mention for broad
casting a dodgeball game.
Joey Parks, public rela
tions director for GVTV,
wrote and produced a musi
cal called “Post Secondary,”
which won GVSU its second
award for best scripted show.
Channeling
inspiration
from his theater background,
Parks had his creative mind set
on producing a musical, par
tially because it was something
GVTV had never attempted
before. He spent months iron
ing out the shooting schedule,
writing a script and lyrics, col
laborating with a friend to cre
ate musical scores.
“I was drawing from in
spirations far and wide, but
this wasn’t a talk show where
I was trying to be directly like
Jimmy Fallon or it wasn’t me

S

FI

REE CLASSIFIEDS FOR
STUDENTS. FACULTY
STAFF (SOME
STRICT IONS APPLY).

On April 16, located in the
Kirkhof Center’s Thomapple
Room, the Queer and Trans
People of Color at Grand Valley
State University hosted DarkMatter, a South Asian spoken
word duo. The theme of the
2016 tour is called “It Gets Bitter’’
DarkMatter is comprised
of Alok Vaid-Menon and Janani Balasubramanian. Based
in New York City, DarkMatter
performs at sold-out venues
such as the Brooklyn Muse
um and the Asian American
Writer’s Workshop.
As the audience expressed
powerful agreement, Vaid-Me
non and Balasubramanian pas
sionately recited poems target
ing injustices on sexuality, race
and gender. Relating personal
experiences, DarkMatter tar
gets the origins of racism and
homophobia by confronting
the roots of colonialism.
During the two-hour
performance, the duo per
formed thought-provoking
poems such as “It Gets Bourgie Project” and Balasubramanian’s “Nursery Rhymes”
themed piece.
Scott Burden, graduate assis

tant at the Milton E. Ford LGBT
Resource Center, said the center
sponsored the event in accor
dance with the QTPOC.
Working to dismantle the
binary systems of gender,
Burden said DarkMatter ar
ticulates the oppression of
transgender people of color in
the U.S., who often are mar
ginalized by society.
“DarkMatter’s lived ex
periences permeate their
spoken word pieces in an
incredibly challenging and
entertaining way,” he said.
“In regards to transgender
people of color, this may be
the most vulnerable group.
“We believe that the highest
rate of murder exists for trans
gender women of color, it is ex
tremely important to be in tune
to these issues and advocate us
ing an intersectional lens.”
Deandreah
Hollowell,
president of the QTPOC, said
in the U.S. transgender women
and people of color are often
disproportionately
targeted
with acts of violence. In the
past few years, they said overt
oppression against these indi
viduals have been expressed

Puppy play date
stresses positive
mental health

EMAIL LAKEREXCHANGE
LANTHORN.COM OR CALL
(616) 331-8860 FOR MORE
INFORMATION.

BY RACHEL MUCK

LIVE: The poets pose for GVSU
show. COURTESY | DARKMATTER

around the country through
acts such as discriminatory
bathroom legislatures.
“Western society operates
with a colonial binary that
wasn’t created to deal with the
reality of transgender people,”
Hollowell said. . “DarkMat
ter really digs into why that
is through their poems, and
challenges the readers to
think critically about mar
riage equality, adoption rights
and pride parades.”
Hollowell said DarkMatter
works to address these issues,
whether on a small scale or a
large one, and bring them to
light by using the power of spo
ken word and subtle humor.

LOG ON TO:

RHlIl Km AN f HORN COM
www.lanthorn.com
FOR THE FULL ARTICLE
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I am a comic and actor born in
New York on April 26,1965.1 played
football and competed as a
wrestler in high school. In addition
to a successful run on TV with a show
taking place in Queens, NY, I have
had several movie roles.
sduivf urny :j3Msuy
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LAKER LACROSSE DROPS
pUT OF TOP 10
' Grand Valley State lacrosse is
yanked No. 11 in the latest IWLCA
^Division II poll after a weekend
^split against Findlay on April 15
ftwin. 21-8) and Tiffin on April 16
I(loss, 16-15 in OT).
! The loss to the Dragons was
JGVSU’s first conference loss in
^program history.
- The Lakers had been ranked
inside of the top 10 since March 14.
GVSU (8-4, 6-1 GLIAC)
dropped two spots from ninth
and received 193 points in this
week’s poll.
Lock Haven (13-1) jumped
.three spots to No. 10, just
.ahead of GVSU with 197 points.
Behind the Lakers is Dowling
(11-2), who stayed at No. 12
with 184 points.
Adelphi (12-0) remains at
No. 1 with 400 points and all
20 first-place votes.
In addition, the Lakers plum.meted in the Nike/Lacrosse
Magazine media poll to No. 15
overall, after being ranked No.
10 in last week’s poll.

LIPOVSKY NABS SECOND
PITCHER OF THE WEEK
HONOR
Grand Valley State’s Allison
Lipovsky has been named the
-GLIAC Pitcher of the Week for
the second time this season,
after earning the honor for the
week of March 14.
,
GVSU went 6-2 in eight
games played from April 13-17.
Lipovsky went 2-1 in three
appearances on the mound,
including two complete-game
Shutouts. The freshman allowed
jbst seven hits scattered over 20
jnnings, and boasted a 0.00 ERA.
jl Lipovsky led the way in a 2-0
>in over Saginaw Valley State
yyn April 13. Despite a strong
•performance, she suffered her
first collegiate loss in a 2-1 defeat
to Findlay on April 14.
The first-year starter closed
-out her week on a high note, and
iot 5-0 win over Ohio Dominican
IQP April 16. ^
C Lipovsky isrtbw 9-1 on the year
with a 0.81 ERA. Opponents have
a .166 batting average when facing
Lipovsky, which is the fifth-best
mark in the GLIAC. In the GLIAC,
her ERA is third-lowest.
She ranks fourth in shutouts
(three) and is eighth in strikeouts
(74).

Redshirt junior Matt Williams fires a pitch home during Grand Valley State’s doubleheader against Saginaw Valley State on March 26. Williams has
11 saves this season, just a few behind the Laker single-season record of 16, which was set in 2012. Williams is sporting an 0.41 ERA on the hill this year, GVL I EMILY FRYE
THROWING SMOKE:

Williams pitches, hits, catches for Laker athletics
BY A.A. KNORR
SPORTS@LANTHORN.COM

att Williams didn’t want
to come to Grand Valley
State. After deciding to
transfer from Division I
Northern Illinois, Wil
liams started searching for Division
II schools where he could play foot
ball and baseball without having to
sit out a season. His mother got him
to visit Allendale. Now, Williams is a
lockdown closer and middle-of-thelineup bat on the Laker baseball team
(19-12-1,10-5 GLIAC), and thego-to
receiver for the Laker football team.
“I went through all the DII schools
and sent out a bunch of emails say
ing, ‘This is my situation, I want to
play football and baseball, is that an
option?’ So I talked to a bunch of
different schools and GV was hon

estly my last option,” Williams said. with two-sport athletes, and often, the
“My mom made me come here on a athletes don’t know what it’s like to do
visit...I just fell in love. Honestly (I) anything but play around the calendar.
think it was the best
“I definitely always
decision I ever made.”
enjoy (playing both
During
GVSU’s
sports). I’ve always done
“I’m very
2015 run to the NCAA
it. It’s just another year,
Division II semifinals,
just going out doing
fortunate to be at
Williams led the GLI
what I love,” Williams
a place like this
said. “I’m very fortunate
AC in yards receiving
that allows me to
to be at a place like this
per game (90.5) and
touchdowns (17). He
that allows me to play
play both sports I
both sports I love to
developed a lethal con
love to play.”
nection with GVSU
play. Love to compete
quarterback Bart Wil
and do anything I can
liams, and the two went
to help the team, and it’s
MATT WILLIAMS
GVSU ATHLETE
over the top on defenses
kind of just the way of
all season. When the
life now.”
season ended, Williams
Williams, a quar
terback in high school
traded in his plastic
spikes for metal ones, and linked up football, boasts a strong arm. The
with the Laker baseball team.
redshirt junior is a consistent closer
GVSLTs athletics rosters are littered out of GVSU’s bullpen, and has se

cured 11 saves this season with a mi
nuscule 0.41 ERA and 32 strikeouts
in 22 innings pitched. His bellicose
approach to pitching is a large rea
son why Williams has only walked
six opposing batters and allowed a
batting average against of .084 in
that time. That, and his fastball.
“(It) topped out at 94 (mph)
once, usually 90-92, somewhere
in there,” Williams said.
GVSU head baseball coach Ja
mie Detillion has called on Wil
liams a number of times this season
to record saves with more than one
inning to go. Williams hasn’t had
problems with throwing up to 40
pitches in a closing outing, which is
a luxury for the I.aker staff.
“I think (Williams) has a lot of up
side as a baseball player in general,”
SEE WILLIAMS | A8

SOFTBALL

Heavy hitters

SHIPLEY EARNS FOURTH
WEEKLY AWARD
Grand Valley State’s Gabrielle
Shipley has been named the
GLIAC Golf Athlete of the Week.
•It is the fourth time this season
•that Shipley has won the award.
Shipley carded a -3 score (7170-141) at the 2016 JBMF Cavalier
Classic from April 16-17, as the
‘Lakers won their seventh tourna
ment win of the season.
Shipley had one eagle, seven
birdies and hit par 26 times at the
'tournament.
The Lakers will compete in the
•GLIAC Championship from April
22-24.

Lakers blast six home runs in sweep of LSSU

i*

VARSITY SCHEDULE
iimiiniimimimiiiiiiiminiiiiimiiiiimmiiMiiiim

(.3

BASEBALL
Saturday 1 p.m. at Findlay

(doubleheader)
SOFTBALL

ELEVATED: Grand Valley State's Ellie Balbach watches after driving a ball during Grand Valley State's 9-5 home win over Lake Superior State on April 19. The Lakers
feasted on LSSU pitching, mashing six home runs in the doubleheader tilt. Despite surrendering five runs in the game, GVSU easily won both. GVL | LUKE HOLMES
BY ALEX EISEN
AEISEN@LANTHORN.COM

Friday 3 p.m. vs Malone (double-

header)
Saturday 1 p.m. vs Walsh (double-

header)
LACROSSE
Friday 6 p.m. at Indianapolis

M. TENNIS
!I
Saturday 10 a.m. vs Tiffin

IJ
*l
TRACK AND FIELD
Friday-Saturday vs Al Owens

Classic

11
W. GOLF
Friday-Sunday vs GLIAC

Championship

eing a heavy favorite is desired, but
also a dangerous position to be in.
On the pre-game program, the
Grand Valley State softball team
(30-8,15-5 GLIAC) was undeniably
the superior Laker squad taking the field. Un
surprisingly, GVSU swept a home doubleheader
against the conference last-place Lakers of Lake
Superior State (5-31, 1-19 GLIAC) by scores of
9-5 and 12-0 (five innings) on April 19.
GVSU reached the 30-win plateau for the
sixth straight season by bashing six home
runs on the day, but just as significant were
the five runs given up in the first game to a
team which only has five wins on the season.
“Sometimes its hard to get fired up for a game
like this,” said GVSU head coach Dana Callihan.
“Especially this week, since it’s the last week of
classes and their brains are around that and pre
paring for exams. But, we got the job done.”

DOWNLOAD
OURAPP

LSSU opened the scoring in game one in the
top of the second inning on a two-out ground
er that grazed off senior McKenze Supernaw’s
glove. LSSU’s only lead of the day didn’t last
long. Laker sophomore Tanner Kiessel tied the
score at 1-1 in the bottom half on a sacrifice fly.
Fellow sophomore Teagan Shomin caught
everyone’s attention in the top of third on a
diving catch on a scorching line drive.
“I don’t know if that set the tone, but other
good things happened after that,” Shomin said.
“It just so happens that my good thing came first.
Any way I can help the team and they helped me
out too. We all helped each other with this win."
Freshman Allison Lipovsky, reigning GLI
AC Pitcher of the Week, worked through a
one-out, bases-loaded jam in the top of the
fourth with a strikeout and groundout before
the GVSU bats finally showed some life.
Supernaw and freshman Shannon Flaherty
hit the first back-to-back home runs of the
season to center field, and center fielder Janae
Langs added another run on a single off an in

fielder’s glove to extend the lead to 4-1.
In the top of the sixth, LSSU pulled a run
back on another infield single that bounced
over the head of newly introduced relief pitcher
Ellie Balbach, who stepped in for Lipovsky.
Nelly's “Here Comes The Boom” got plenty of air
time in the bottom half of the inning. After sopho
more catcher Kaytie Rhynard lined a RBI single to
left field, GVSU began to wear out its home run
soundtrack. A pair of two-run homers from junior
Jenna Lenza and Supernaw blew the game open, 9-2.
Supernaw, coincidentally, was the last Lak
er to belt two home runs in a game, and did
so against LSSU on April 7, 2015.
“It’s pretty awesome,” Supernaw said. “I know
I started off a little slow at the beginning (of the
season), so I’ve been taking extra BP (batting
practice) and (going through) extra buckets (of
balls). I think my timing is coming back and I’m
just attacking more—being more aggressive.”
LSSU narrowly escaped the eight-run lead-afterSEE SOFTBALL | A8

SEARCH LANTHORN IN YOUR APP STORE

APRIL 21, 2016

GRAND VALLEY LANTHORN

A8 I SPORTS

(&GVLSPORTS &

GYMNASTICS CLUB

Gymnastics club has strong showing at nationals
Tucker, Lasecki earn sixth-place finishes for Lakers
BY MASON TRONSOR
MTRONSOR@LANTHORN.COM

wo members of the
Grand Valley State gym
nastics dub reached the
podium at the National
Assodation of Intercol
legiate Gymnastics Clubs (NA1GC)
national competition held in Sacra
mento, California from April 14-16.
Austin Tucker and Nicole Lasecki
both finished in sixth place in their
respective events. Tucker competed
in the vault event final, while Lasecki
competed in the all-around event final.
“I really made gymnastics a prior
ity this year,” Tucker said. “My goal
was to achieve a medal at nation
als and it happened, so I couldn’t be
happier. I had some rough meets
throughout the season, but I really
buckled down and made the most of
my practices as we reached nationals.”
Eight Laker gymnasts competed
in preliminary competition to qualify
for the national competition. Along
with Tucker and Lasecki, Emma Pow
ers, Kaylee Lorentzen, Jessie Perry,
Sara Curtis, Ashley Mitchell and Ryan
Schmuck all competed in prelims.
“The team did really well at na
tionals this year,” said club co-pres
ident Morgan Ryder. “I have been
on the team for the three years that
I have attended Grand Valley and
this is the first year out of those

three years that we have had any
one on the podium during event
finals, which is pretty amazing.”
The club is a conjoined team of
men and women. In a female-domi
nated sport, the men have shown they
can compete as well at a high level.
“Its definitely a unique experi
ence,” Tucker said. “Many people
don’t see the difference between
the men’s and women’s sides of the
sport, but for us it’s night and day.
I like to joke that I joined gymnas
tics to get all the girls to myself, but
when I’m the only guy stuck in a car
with seven girls on the way to a meet
or am trying to get in the bathroom
while they are getting ready, I begin
to wish I was in a more male-domi
nated sport. That being said, I’m very
grateful for my teammates.”
The club practices three nights a
week at the Grand Rapids Gymnas
tics Center located in Ada, Michi
gan, about half-hour away from the
Allendale campus. The gym was
heavily occupied as finals competi
tion approached the Lakers.
“As nationals were approaching,
team members were in the gym a
bit more frequently to make sure
they were all the way prepared,”
Ryder said. “Every member of the
team comes from very different
gymnastics backgrounds. Every
person works extremely hard.”
As a small club on campus, the

WILLIAMS
CONTINUED FROM A7

Detillion said. “I think he’s got a future
(in it). We don’t bring guys in to prepare
them for the pro level, but I do think he
has pro potential as a pitcher. He’s domi
nating our level and his numbers right
now are right in line with that statement.”
Currently, Williams’ 11 saves are good for
fourth-most in GVSU single season history.
The record is 16, set by Brad Zambron in 2012.
“Records are cool for when you’re
graduated, but in the moment you just
want to win^iiniypflpMniillii 11 and help
Whel^wlSlBi^Ttoeing the r($ber,
he’s still digging in at the plate. An offensive

team flies under the radar. The club
has nothing to lose, which allows it to
perform more freely with less stress.
“This whole year has been differ
ent,” Lasecki said. “We were a lot small
er of a team, and lost a decent amount

of people from last year and so we have
a few new people this year. At meets is
where we really bonded. There is no
atmosphere quite like the competition
floor at a gymnastics meet.”
The success at the NAIGC nation

al competition will bring momentum
for the club in coming years. The club
appears at Campus Life Night arid
Rec Fest, and hopes to continue to
grow and make the team larger with
in the upcoming years.

ONE CREW: The Grand Valley State gymnastics club poses together at the National Association of Intercollegiate Gymnastics
Clubs national competition in Sacramento, California from April 14-16. Two Lakers took sixth, courtesy I GVSU gymnastics

outburst this season has sent him shooting
up the lineup card to his current resting
spot in the middle of the order. Williams
often plays first base or as a DH, and is rak
ing at a .337 clip with a team-leading 34
hits. Williams has also driven in 19 runs
and parked two homers this season.
Whether it’s as a pitcher, fielder, hitter or
receiver, Williams has come up key for GVSU
athletics. He claims he doesn’t prefer one of
his two sports over the other, but the allure of
Lubbers Stadium in the fall is hard to beat.
“If I had to choose what I liked better
I would probably, just for the atmosphere,
(say) football,’’’he said. “There’s nothing
! like it. You carreallf'32'BtCate th.
ine running odt onto LuW>fers'(^tabatut'
day night in front of 1*6,000 (peopieX”

SOFTBALL
CONTINUED FROM A7

five-innings mercy rule, and
proceeded to tee off on Balbach in the top of the seventh,
scoring three runs on five hits.
“We kind of left the door
open for Lake Superior,”
Callihan said. “We’ve been
talking all year about hav
ing a killer instinct and
that’s what I’d like to see.”
That’s exactly what Cal
lihan got in the nightcap.
Fip)t,. Langs, Wcfcd a
two-run home run in the third
inning. Flaherty followed

in the next inning, curling
her second homer of the day
around the foul pole in left to
increase the lead to 5-0.
“We don’t talk about hit
ting home runs,” Callihan said.
“We just talk about (having)
good, quality at-bats and they
just happened to go over the
fence. They hit the ball hard,
the wind was blowing out and
it worked out in our favor.”
The offense didn’t let up
even though it was finished
going yard. GVSU tied a
season-high in hits (15) with
five Lakers* having » multi-hit
game. The Lakers effectively

exposed LSSU’s pitching woes.
When the dust finally set
tled, GVSU led 12-0 going to
the bottom of the fifth.
Starting pitcher Court
ney Reinhold sealed the vic
tory pitching a 1-2-3 inning
to enforce the mercy rule.
Reinhold threw 61 pitches
in the shutout, struck out
six and allowed two hits.
GVSU has three more
home doubleheaders to close
out the regular season. The
Lakers host Malone on April
22 starting at 3 p.m. and the#
Walsh and Hillsdale' on April
23 and 24 starting at 1 p.m.

UaStljorn

WE’RE HIRING!
ALL POSITIONS OPEN FOR APPLICATION

The Lanthorn is looking to fill spots for our team!
If interested, come in and submit an application!
Deadline: April 8th at 5 p.m.
Questions should be directed to (616) 331-2464
or editorial@lanthorn.com
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FOOTBALL

LEADER: Grand Valley State defensive end Alton Voss charge&onto the field at Lubbers Stadium prior to the Lakers' game against Michigan Tech on Oct. 17, 2015. Voss and four teammates are forced to sit out
during spring practice due to the 10-semester rule put m place by NCAA Division II. The five Lakers will rejoin the team for the start of 2016 fall camp, which is set to begin on August 10. GVL I KEVIN sielaff

GV seniors forced to sit out during spring to preserve eligibility
BY BEAU TROUTMAN
, ASSISTANTSPORTS@LANTHORN.COM

.rand Valley State football
concluded spring prac
tice at the 2016 Spring
Classic on April 16,
but some players were
forced to watch from the sidelines.
Five GVSU football players—
defensive back Marquez Gollman,
center Aaron Cox, defensive line
men Alton Voss, De’Ondre Hogan
and Sonny Haskins—all sat out the
spring semester due to an NCAA rule
known as the 10-semester rule.
According to the NCAAs offi
cial website, the rule stipulates that
Division II athletes are allowed just
10 semesters of athletic competition
eligibility. In Division I, athletes are
given five years to use four years of
>oligibility, whereas in Division II,

athletes have four years to complete
four years of eligibility.
“Typically when we have them sit
out this last semester, they’re in their
last year of eligibilityT said GVSU head
coach Matt Mitchell. “Consequently,
they’ve been in the program for quite
a bit, they’ve played a lot of reps. Espe
cially last year, we played 15-16 games,
so it’s not a huge deal. I’d rather give up
this semester and have them around
in the fall than vice versa.”
Often, players who redshirt for
their first season for developmental
reasons end up dealing with the rule
toward the end of their GVSU foot
ball career.
All five players are seniors, and all
five redshirted at some point in their
careers. Heading into the 2016 spring
semester, all five had already hit nine
semesters. By sitting out the spring,
they will use their 10th and final se

mester in the upcoming fall semester.
During the spring, the players
can be around the team and observe,
but can’t participate in any way. This
means no lifting, running or anything
considered GVSU football-related ac
tivity. Additionally, money from the
players’ football scholarships can’t be
used during the spring semester.
“They’re completely on their
own,” Mitchell said. “Even if they
take classes, we can’t finance from a
scholarship standpoint.”
During their downtime, some
players are taking classes, some are
working and others are training for
the season.
Gollman, who redshirted in 2012
after tearing the meniscus in his left
knee, took the semester off and is
currently training to be ready for his
senior season, as well as fine-tuning
his Madden NFL ‘16 skills, a game in

which he says he is always “welcom
ing any challengers.” Gollman plans
on taking summer classes that he’ll
have to finance himself.
While he admits missing the ca
maraderie and team environment,
he says the break has been a wel
come change of pace, especially after
the grind of last season.
“It can play both ways,” Gollman
said. “You know, being in the group
with my teammates, having that
chemistry on the field, but then again,
it can’t hurt also by not playing. My
body feels perfectly fine right now”
Though Voss welcomed the break
as well, he said he already has the itch
to get back on the gridiron. Voss is
currendy taking three classes, train
ing at a facility in Grand Rapids and
putting in 15-20 hours a week at
Shoreline Container 8c Packaging, a
factory in Zeeland, Michigan.

Voss, who cheered the team on
from the sidelines at the spring game,
admits the factory life isn’t quite as
much fun as football, and said he’s
ready for the break to be over.
“It is tough,” Voss said. “I’m the
type of person who enjoys working
out, getting better each day, so I’m
doing as much as I can on my end
when I don’t have to show up for
spring ball, and I don’t have pads to
put on. Those are days that are going
by that I’m not really getting better,
and the rest of my teammates are.
“That competitive side to me
wishes I was out there competing
against them.”
The wait will be over for Voss,
Gollman, and the other three Lakers
on August 10, when returning players
are scheduled to report for fall camp.
The Lakers begin the season at home
against Tiffin on September 1.

TRACK AND FIELD

Finally home
Lakers to host Al Owens Classic from April 22-23
BY JACOB A

'JAwititedM
t has been over
two months since
Grand
Valley
State last hosted
a track and field
meet. After traveling around
the country in search of warm
weather and top competition,
the Lakers will return home
for the Al Owens Classic from
April 22-23.
“In many ways, it is a
Telief to race at home,” said
senior 800-meter star Ethan
Barnes. “I know where to go
and when to be there.”
For Barnes, the comfort
level makes home meets so
desirable.
“With a home meet, I know
exactly what I will be getting
into,” he said. “Plus, there will
be no night traveling, missing
classes or getting behind in
homework, which can make
the experience easier.”
Routines are important in
track and field. Home meets

don’t disrupt those routines
for the studeilt-athletes like
road trips do.
“Having a home meet takes
away a few different variables
that we overcome when trav
eling,” said senior pole vaulter
Jaime Roberts. “We get to sleep
in our own bed and stick to our
normal routine. It is comfort
able to compete at home and
we are more relaxed. Hopefully
we will use that to our advan
tage to hit some big heights.”
Barnes had similar things
to say, but also mentioned the
advantage the GVSU runners
have in knowing how the
racing structure will be set
up prior to the meet.
“Racing at home has sever
al advantages,” he said. “First,
I know the best places to run
before the race. I have a usual
warmup loop that I run, which
helps with racing because I do
not have to focus on how long
I warm up. Next, when racing
at home you have a better idea
on how the race is going to go.
Since we are the ones setting

up the race, we can control if
thefe fa'A'j^facer and if the race
is run in alleys or lanes, which
is nice to know up front.”
The meet provides another
opportunity for the Laker ath
letes to earn qualifying marks
to get them into GLIAC or
national
championships.
Though winning is always a
coveted result, earning or im
proving upon a national mark
is of utmost importance at
this point in the season.
“My expectations for the
meet are to get through in
jury free and hit another
personal best in the 100 and
4x100,” said Lawson BrightMitchell, a redshirt freshman
sprinter. “We really need to
get a good time in for the
4x100 so that we can qualify
for nationals. I think this
week will be the week that we
make it happen.”
The Al Owens Classic
couldn’t come at a better time
for GVSU. With exam week
just days away, every extra
minute available for studying

BY A.A. KNORR
SPORTS(g>LANTHORN.COM.

BASEBALL

To the beat of
their own drums
Laker baseball players open up
about walk-up song choices

SPEEDSTER: Center Balder Alex Young tags up from third base durinq Grand Valley State’s doubleheader with SVSU. ovi | ehily frye
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lex Young stole
his. Matt Wil
liams did too.
Zach Berry didn’t
have a choice, but
wishes he did
Before every at-bat at Grand
Valley State baseball home
games, players are treated to a
quick snippet of a song of their
choosing. Walk-up songs can
reflect a player’s personality,
mold an identity, or, in some
cases, be used to loosen up the
freshmen.
Or maybe not
“Seniors get to pick fresh
man walk-up songs and my
song is 'The Cuppy Cake Song.’
It’s brutal to say the least,” Berry
said. “I don’t even know what
it is, but whenever it comes on
people just start dying laugh
ing. I’m dying laughing, it’s
hard for me to focus, I do my
best
“It’s kind of embarrassing.
The seniors actually gave me a
warning before I heard it first
but once it came over the loud
speaker... It’s brutal.”
Prior to the season, each
Laker picked a walk-up song.
GVSU tradition, however, dic
tates that seniors get to choose
walk-up songs for freshmen,
leading to embarrassing choic

IN THE PACK: Grand Valley State runner Ethan Barnes competes during the NCAA Division II National
Championship in Allendale in May 2015. GVSU will host the Al Owens Classic next. GVL I KEVIN SIELAFF

can make a major difference
in the classroom.
“It’s a huge mental relief to
have a home meet this week
end,” Roberts said. “Getting
in a few extra hours of study
ing instead of traveling will
definitely help everyone.”
After traveling to places
like California, Florida and
Kentucky over the past two
months, the student-athletes
have become accustomed to
competing in warm weather
environments. Their home is
GVSU, however, and they are
well aware of how unforgiving
Michigan weather can be.
“I’m hoping for some sun
shine and a nice tail wind,”
Roberts said. “Sadly, it is
Michigan, and for all we know
it could snow or rain.”
The Al Owens Clas

sic used to be held in early
April. As a result, GVSU has
learned to be flexible when it
comes to the weather.
“In Michigan, we never
know what we are going to
get,” Barnes said. “We’ve had
this meet held indoors before
due to snow, or it could be 80
degrees. I am not overly con
cerned about the temperature,
we just hope that there won’t
be any wind for the middle
and long-distance races.”
Being the first home meet
in a while, and the first home
outdoor meet of the season,
the team expects major support
from Lakers everywhere.
“I am hoping there will be
more people out there sup
porting us,” Roberts said. “I
know my family and other
vaulters’ families will be mak

ing the trip to watch us.”
One week ago, Barnes was
competing in California with
out anyone but his coach for
support during his race. Com
peting at home will bring much
more support for the 800-meter
specialist and his teammates.
“There is a huge advantage
running in front of your team
mates, friends and familyT he
said. “Last week, a group of us
went out to California to race.
Based on the schedule of their
races, it was just me and my
coach at my race. In contrast, we
will have so many people that
we know that will be cheering us
on when we race at home.”
The Lakers will begin
competition at the GVSU La
crosse/Track and Field Stadi
um on the Allendale Campus
at noon on April 22.

es like Berry’s “Cuppy Cake
Song.”
Young, GVSUs speedy
leadoff hitter, opens home con
tests with the bass-and-trumpet filled “El Chapo,” courtesy
of The Game and Skrillex.
“Big fan of UFC... (Were)
big Conor McGregor fans, so
the last fight we all got together
and watched it and that’s the
song he came out to, so we were
all trying to figure out what it
was and it was that song, so it
kind of just stuck,” Young said.
When outfielder and DH
Jason Ribecky strides to the
plate, often in the two-hole,
Whitesnake’s classic “Here I Go
Again” rips over the field. One
could assume the only road Ribecky’s ever known is baseball,
but it’s often the baseballs off
his bat that hit the cement be
yond GVSLTs right field fence.
Williams, always a staple in
the middle of the Laker lineup,
has a pair of options. As a hit
ter, Williams rolls to DMX’s
classic, “Ruff Ryders’ Anthem.”
When he comes in as a closer,
however, Williams bumps to a
different option.
“I’m a really big fan of my
pitching walkout,” Williams
said. “It’s called ‘Freaks’ by
Timmy Trumpet. I have to give
credit to the swimmers on that
one. Gianni Ferrero, national
champion, that was his walk

out... I have to give some credit
on that.”
Anthony Villar, who often
bats in the cleanup spot, steps
back into the past with the
Johnny Cash classic, “God’s
Gonna Cut You Down.” When
he finds a gap, and he does of
ten, Villar gets the luxury to run
on for a long time, concurrent
with his walk-up music choice.
Catcher Connor Glick fluc
tuates through the middle of
GVSUs order, but sticks firm

to the Irish thumper “I’m Ship
ping Up to Boston” by Dropkick Murphys. Glick doesn’t
have Irish heritage, but is con
siderate of the fans in atten
dance.
“I don’t know, I just liked
it It kind of got me pumped
up and I think everyone likes
it” Glick said. “I fed like the
walk-up songs are more for the
crowd than anyone else.”
SEE MUSIC | A10

WORD SCRAMBLE
Rearrange the letters to spell
something pertaining to lawns.
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The life of a sitting duck
‘

m

BY A.A KNORR
SPORTS@LANTHORN.COM

oaltender Kyrn Stod
dard lifted up the leg
of his shorts to show
me a bruise. Colored
like a mottled version
of the Colombian flag and laid out
like a lake on a map, the shiner
looked fresh. He told me it was
pretty faded at that point.
It didn’t help my nerves.
On April 19, the Grand Valley
State mens club lacrosse team
welcomed me as a walk-on goalie
prior to practice. My lacrosse
background, you ask? Second-line
midfielder on a first-year high
school team that went 2-20, or so.
The Lakers are currently ranked
No. 8 in the MCLA Division II
Coaches Poll, and are opening
CCLA tournament play on April 23.
They were in midseason form when
I showed up. I was in a Gordie Howe
jersey and taped-up cleats.
Stoddard lent me his gear, GVSU
assistant coach Pat Cain strapped
a GoPro camera to my chest, and I
stepped in net. After a brief one-onone warmup to elevate my confi
dence, the Lakers broke out into a
simulated man-up drill, similar to a
power play in hockey.
I truly don’t recall the results
of this drill, but I do not believe I
made a save. Cain was streaming
the, uh, event on Periscope, so I
went back to watch. My position
ing, to my eyes, seemed OK. But

NO CHANCE: Grand Valley Lanthorn sports editor A.A. Knorr tries his hand at goalie during a practice with the Laker men’s lacrosse club. Knorr ran two drills with the
Lakers and faced a number of shots, with a GoPro camera strapped to his chest to record footage, which can be found on www.lanthorn.com. GVL | LUKE holmes

turning my head and back when a
shot came my way? Not so much.
Quickly, we switched into a drill
called “quickie buildup,” in which
two offensive players take on one
defenseman, or it goes three on two.
We had been going for about 10
minutes before quickie buildup. I
was already exhausted.
According to unofficial stats
kept by the Lanthorn news editor
on the sidelines, the Lakers took 28
shots during the quickie buildup
drill. Of those 28, I’m believed to
have made seven saves.
Now, I don’t want to knock any
scorekeepers, but I think we need
to go back to the tape to see how
the hell someone determined I
made seven saves.
Luckily, we have tape. Unluck
ily, my colorful Laker language had
to be edited out of the video, so the
final compilation is only about two

minutes and 30 seconds long. What
can I say? I’m a competitor.
When goalies are hot, or just
plain good, they’re often referred to
as “brick walls.” Truth be told, I’m
not even sure if it’d be fair to classify
me as drywall. Or papier-mache. Re
member in high school when your
football team used to run out on the
field and tear through the paper sign
made by the cheerleaders? That was
me. And, much like that paper sign,
I accidentally knocked one or two
down on the way through.
I snatched one off a bounce. One
rocketed off my right ankle. Another
just happened to zip right into my
outstretched stick. To those lacrosse
players whose shots I saved, almost
certainly unintentionally, let me for
mally apologize for the ribbing you
got from your teammates.
At one juncture, attacker
Erick Sundstrom got a pass a few
feet to my left, with the defense

nowhere to be found.
Take a moment, and picture the
circus act with a knife thrower and
his assistant on a rotating wheel,
waiting for the knife to be thrown.
Sundstrom deked, faked and
played me. I felt like I was spinning
around on that circle, without a sliver
of control. An accomplished knifethrower, Sundstrom pocketed the
shot over my head while I was nearly
prone on the ground. In the video,
I believe I called it “demoralizing.”
Now that I’ve had time to reflect, I’d
probably call it “really demoralizing.”
So what d'd I learn from this
experience? I learned how hard it is
to track, locate and react to a lacrosse
shot. I learned that while I can throw
with a players’ stick, I certainly can’t
throw with a goalie stick. I learned
that I should stick to basketball. Well,
NBA 2K16, that is.
Now, if you’ll excuse me, I’m go
ing to go ice my ankle.

LAKER EXCHANGE

MUSIC
CONTINUED FROM A9

Comer outfielders Seth Johnson and
Keith Browning usually follow. Johnson, who
specializes in doubles, struts to the bass-kick
ing, electronica vibes of “Live For The Drop”
by Capital Kings. Browning opts for “Good
Vibrations” by Marky Mark and the Funky
Bunch. It’s a fitting choice, as solid contact at
the plate leads to good vibrations on the bat.
Middle infielders and double-play part
ners Josh Smith and Johnny Nate, the lattfcr
of which has a case for the All-GLIAC naniej
team, don’t agree on their preferred genres.
Smith vibes to rap hit “Really, Really” by Kev
in Gates, while Nate gets his country on with
Brantley Gilbert’s “Kick It In The Sticks.”
For better or for worse, walk-up songs
are part of Americas pastime. They can give
a psychological edge for a hitter or pitcher, or
can be used as a baptizing method for green
freshmen. One thing is clear: players tend to
be happier when they choose their own.

FREE CLASSIFIEDS FOR STUDENTS, FACULTY AND STAFF „
some restrictions apply
email lakerexchange@lanthorn.com for more info on restrictions
FOR COMMERCIAL RATES EMAIL

lakerexchange@lanthom.com

Campus Dining now has a
NEW late night menu! This
menu is available 7 days a
week during the normal
semester, from 10 pm to
midnight at the Connection
and Kleiner Market.
GVSU Facilities Services
would like to remind
all students to keep your
windows closed as we finish
out these last few weeks of
cold weather.
Keeping windows closed will
save your school energy and
money!
Hey Grand Valley Students!
Enroll for summer courses at
Oakland Community
College now! Summer 2016
final registration is on May 5.
John Ball Zoo is now open
for the season!
Exhibits include an aquari
um with penguin feedings,
pelican feedings, and tons of
other cool creatures, like
lions, monkeys,
and kangaroos. Visit today!
On April 21, Crystal
Lameman is coming to
Grand Rapids to shed light
on the devastating
environmental and human
impacts of tar sands mining
in Alberta, Canada. Come
hear Lameman speak at the
Aquinas College Performing
Arts Center from 4-5 p.m.

Erriplo ymant
Padnos is hiring! We are a
full-service recycling and
scrap management
company. Go to our website
at www.padnos.com to find
out more.

SUMMER IN MAINE
Males and Females
Teach your favorite activity
Archery-Arts-CanoeCostuming
Enameling-Gym- Photo
Pottery-Sail-SilversmithingSwim-T ennis-Waterski
Enjoy our website at
www.tripplakecamp.com.
TRIPP LAKE CAMP
1-800-997-4347
The Lanthorn is seeking
candidates with
sales experience for an
Account Executive
position with our
Advertising department.
Check LakerJobs for more
information, or email
advertising@lanthorn.com
for more information.
The Lanthorn is seeking
candidates for
our Distribution Team. If you
are interested in being a
Distribution Associate, check
LakerJobs or email
our Distribution Manager at
distribution@lanthorn.com
for more information.
The Lanthorn is seeking
qualified candidates for a
Campus Accounts Manager
osition in our Advertising
'epartment.
Check LakerJobs for more
information,
or email
advertising @ lanthorn .com
for more information.

e

Want to work for the
Lanthorn? All positions are
currently open for
applications, which can be
found at www.lanthorn.com.
Questions should be
directed to
editorial@lanthorn.com.

48West Apartment available
for move in date as early as
June 1, 2016.This 4
Bedroom, 4 Bath Apartment
is a top floor unit in
the kitchen/living area with
private balcony.
Washer/Dryer/Dishwasher/M
icrowave included. Bedroom
has a private bath with large
closet.
Amenities:Giant Outdoor Hot
Tub with Fire Pit, Theatre,
Gym, Game Room, Study
Rooms, Printing, and FREE
TANNINGICalf or text for
more information,
231-690-0037.
Apartment available from
August 2016 to July 2017 at
48 West. Large bedroom
with a private bathroom and
payments are $510 with an
included covered parking
spot.
Email: nunnr@mail.gvsu.edu
I have a room available for
sublease for next school
year, in a Campus View 4
bedroom, 2.5 bath townhome. I'll even pay your first
month's rent! If interested,
contact me at
boczarn@mail.gvsu.edu.
I'm looking for someone to
take over my lease. It's
$684/mo. and the apartment
is fully furnished. Evolve is a
brand new community,so
you would be the first to live
in the apartment. It comes
with a washer/dryer, dish
washer and a flat screen tv
in the living room. The only
thing that isn't included is the
electricity. Pets are
welcomed. The apartments
will be available in August.
You can contact me via
email at
hairstor@mail.gvsu.edu or
cell at 231-343-8863.

ISO: Someone to sublease
my furnished A style 4 bed/4
bath apartment. Lease is
from May-July 2017. Rent is
$400 and a $50 rental credit
is included.
If you are interested, email
smitshat@mail.gvsu.edu.
Live Better! Campus View
apartments and town-homes
has everything you need and
want at a price that can’t be
beat. Want the
independence of living in an
off-campus community while
being virtually on-campus?
You’re at the right place.
Looking for a female upper
classman/graduate student
roommate for a
two bedroom, two bathroom,
newly built house off of 52nd
street, one minute away
from Grand Valley State
University Allendale campus.
The rent is $560 a month
(includes both rent and
utilities). Contact Bronte
Reisinger at
bkr2448@gmail.com for
more information.
Looking for a
male roommate who is
interested in finding housing
downtown for next fall. I'm a
business student, chill guy,
who needs a responsible,
drug free roommate. If you fit
the bill, text me at 231-3921871.
Looking for someone to
sublease my apartment at
Meadows Crossing for the
2016-2017 school year. The
apartment is fully furnished
and you would have your
own bedroom and bathroom.
I am looking for a boy or girl.
You can email me
for more information!
mayad @ mail gvsu. edu.

Looking for a subleaser for
the summer (May-August)in
the Campus View Cottages.
Rent is $525 (there will be
$100 off last months
rent),plus water, and utilities.
You will have the biggest
bedroom/bathroom(with a
bathtub).The cottage is fully
furnished and amenities
include hot tub, pool,
rec center, free internet,
basic cable, 50 inch tv in the
living room, free tanning and
more! Please email me at
jimenezd@mail.gvsu.edu for
more details, or questions
you might have.

>9
rooms (May-August)
in our 4
(Me
bedroom town-home at
Sutters Mill. Private
bathrooms, walk in closets,
both are on the upper level,
also a garage unit.
Preferably two males.
$420/mo per room
plus utilities.
Please email me at
quanteg@mail.gvsu.edu
for more information.

Need to sublease my room
in 48 West this summer.
Available May 1-mid August.
Rent is $475 a month.
Check out the 48 West
website, all amenities
included. Apartment
includes washer/dryer,
dishwasher, cable, internet,
and lots of space. This is a 4
bedroom, 4 bath apartment.
Please email me for
more details.
jennydk3@hotmail.com

OR CALL

616 331-2460
-

Grand Valley students, come
see THE BOSS at AMC Star
Grand Rapids! In theaters
April 8.
Services
Brian’s Books is the better
bookstore! With guaranteed
lower textbook prices than
our on-campus competition*.
Dare to compare at either
the Allendale or Downtown
GR location.

Created to serve.
Built to perform.
TIAA started out nearly 100
years ago. Today, millions of
people who work at not-forprofits, including academic,
research, medical, govern
ment and cultural fields, rely
on our wide range of
financial products and
services to support
and strengthen their
financial well-being.

Moving and cant fit your
furniture in your car? Call
Love INC of Allendale (8955683) to pick up any
furniture items you would
like to donate (at least a
week in advance.

One female roommate
needed for 4 bedroom house
in Standale
Lease beginning Aug. 2016.
$400/month,
utilities included!
Please contact Amy at
sturrusa@mail.gvsu.edu.
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Planned Parenthood
provides up-to-date, clear,
medically accurate
.
information that helps yoo
better understand
your sexual health.
Call (616) 459-3101 or visit
plannedparenthood.org.
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